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Anyone having a New Year’s  Eve party on December 2? Anyone attending a party?  Why not?   

This is not a typo and your pastor has not lost all sense of time, I promise.  This year the first Sunday of Advent 

is December 3 and the season of Advent marks the beginning of the church year.  Advent is a time to recollect 

the hope of the coming of Christ and look forward to the Lord’s coming again.  It is that time when we antici-

pate not only the birth of Jesus, which we celebrate on Christmas Day, but also the time we hope and pray that 

the Lord will come  again into our lives and into this world.  As the church year progresses we move from a 

place of anticipation (Advent) to joy (Christmas) and throughout the rest of the year we follow the life and 

ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Each year on January 1 people all over the world look forward to another year with anticipation,     wondering 

what the new year will bring. And also making resolutions about how they will change their lives for the better 

in the months ahead.  As Christians we also do this every year but we ought to do so in the light of Christ, our 

Lord who makes all things new.  This year for Advent I encourage all of you to consider some kind of resolu-

tion, how will you work/live to change not just your life, but the world for the better?  Each week of Advent as 

we focus on a different aspect of the season with themes like joy, peace, the way, and hope, perhaps as we 

introduce each theme during the weeks of Advent you can try to find a way for the that theme to shape your 

life and the world around you. 

MEN OF THE CHURCH FISH FRY 

The Men of the Church enjoyed an evening of fellowship and good food Thursday, November 9, 2017, at the Land’s 

home for our Fall Fish Fry.  Turnout was good with the white perch filets, fries and hushpuppies all cooked to perfec-

tion by Kendal and Charlie Rue with help from Kendal’s dad, Ben Land.  A big thank you to them for cooking and to AC 

Stutler for the white perch and coleslaw and to Pollie King and Andy Arnold for the desserts. 



The Righteous Ringers 

will perform during Church Service on 

Sunday, December 3, 2017  

 

The Carillon Ringers 

will perform during Church Service on 

Sunday, December 10, 2017  

Narrative Lectionary 

2017-2018 

Readings for Year 4 (John) 
 

December 3, 2017 

Daniel:  The Fiery Furnace 

First Sunday of Advent 

Daniel 3:1, [2-7] 8-30 (John 18:36-37) 

 

December 10, 2017 

Ezekiel:  Valley of Dry Bones 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 (John 11:25-26) 

 

December 17, 2017 

Word Accomplishes God’s Purpose 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 55: 1-13 (John 4: 13-14) 

 

December 24, 2017 (Evening) 

Birth of Jesus 

Christmas Eve 

Luke 2: 1-14 [15-20] (Psalm 130: 5-8) 

 



FILLING  

HOUSE OF HOPE 

CHRISTMAS  

PURSES 

Monday, December 18, 2017 

1:00 p.m. 

FPC Parlor 

We will meet on Monday, December 18, 

2017 at 1:00 in the Parlor to fill purses with 

lotions, potions and we hope a little love and 

pampering for the women of House of Hope.  

We will fill over 50 purses.  Please continue 

to leave your donations in the box outside 

the church office.  Please try to join us.  It will 

be fun and many hands make large tasks eas-

ier.  Please contact Kim Scroggins if you have 

any questions. 

 

Mission News 

We had a successful Soup and Salad Lunch on 

Sunday, November 12, raising $1,000.  This 

will be divided between Presbyterian Disas-

ter Assistance and YaYa’s college fund.  

Thank you to all who ate, bought soup, and 

worked with the committee.  Together we 

can do so much! 

Coats for Kids was a great success!  The only 

downside — we ran out of heavy coats early.  

Please be on the lookout for children’s coats 

(new and gently used) for next year.  Save 

children’s coats for Coats for Kids. 

I was coming out of my office the other day and 

found Jack checking the closet downstairs.  We were 

talking and I shared the story of how         Presbyteri-

an Children’s Homes and Services began — he said I 

should share the story so here goes: 

In 1903, Leontine Hector Blaney contacted the Pas-

tor of the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas be-

cause she had tuberculosis and was dying.  She was 

concerned about the care of her four children, as there was no one to 

care for them.  The Ladies Missionary Society opened a house in Dallas 

to care for the four children.  As you can imagine, the house quickly 

filled with orphans in need of care.  By the Fall of 1903, the Society ap-

proached the Dallas Presbytery and the Synod of Texas to take over the 

program.  The Synod of Texas assumed control and searched for a larger 

location to care for the children.  In 1904, the Files family donated a 

large plot of land in what is now Itasca.  In 1905, 22 children moved into 

the new campus at Itasca.  PCHAS continues to care for  children        

today at the same location. 

What I love about this story is that a Mom had a need, but God had a 

plan.  PCHAS has changed and grown over the years as society has 

changed, however, the mission remains the same, to provide Christ Cen-

tered Care for Children and families in need.  We began in God’s hands 

and continue each day depending upon Him to guide us as we care for 

families — and as a church family you have joined us in our ministry.  I 

love having an office at the church.  The staff are amazing and I get to 

partner with Teresa and PCC.  From everyone at PCHAS, we wish you a 

fun, safe                      holiday season. 

Sheila Arnold, LMSW                                                                     Child and 

Sheila Arnold, LMSW 

The Colvin’s Have Moved 

S. D. and Elaine Colvin moved to Russellville, Arkansas.  Their new             

address is: 

S.D. and Elaine Colvin 

303 Heartland Dr.  

Russellville, Arkansas  72802 

Stewpot at Newgate  
Volunteers 

 

December, 2017 
 

Noble Roberts 
Steve Paine 
Dotty Smith 



IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES: 
 December 7 Pre-parade Family Dinner  — 5:00 p.m. (Fallout Shelter) 

 December 8 Christmas Around the World — 10:00 a.m. (Grace Hall) 

 December 19 PCC Christmas Program — 6:00 p.m. (TBA) 

 December 20 Santa Photos — 9:00 a.m. (Thanks Ebb!) 

 December 21 Class Christmas Parties — 11:00 a.m. 

 December 25 PCC CLOSED 

 December 26 PCC CLOSED 

 

Dear Friends and Families of PCC: 

We have had a wonderful, very busy Fall Semester of school!  I hope you have enjoyed the children’s work and decorations 

that you’ve seen in the halls and classrooms.  We are steadily growing in numbers and are nearing capacity as the semester 

has progressed.  Several of our PCC children are on the Angel Tree.  If you would like to sponsor a PCC child, please look for 

PCC on the tag.  Thank you so much for all you do for the PCC children throughout the school year.  I appreciate your efforts, 

your financial support and most of all your prayers very much!  May God bless each of you during this holiday season. 

Keep the Son in Your Eyes! 

PCC Thanksgiving Feast 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 



Honor  

or  

Remember 

Your  

Loved Ones 

with a  

Poinsettia 

Deadline for orders:  December 18, 2107 

 

Poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary 

for the December 24, 2017 Service. 

CHRISTMAS EVE POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
Please list the number of Poinsettias you wish to order, whom you are honoring or 
remembering, and the amount of money your are enclosing with your order.  Each 
Poinsettia is $10.00.  Send or bring your order and payment to the church office 
(First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 1006, Longview, TX  75605).  Make checks   
payable to the church. 

Deadline for orders:  December 18, 2017 
 
 

In Honor / Memory / Other of: __________________________________________ 

Given by: ___________________________________________________________ 

# Ordered: __________________  Amount Enclosed:  $______________________ 

Name: _________________________ Phone Number: ______________________ 



Music on the Square 
December 11-13, 2017 

12:00 Noon Each Day 
11:30 AM—1st Lunch 

12:30 PM — 2nd Lunch 
 

*The Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

Word Accomplishes God’s Purpose 
Isaiah 55: 1-13 
(John 4:  13-14) 

 

*The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2017 

Word Made Flesh 
John 1: 1-18 

(Psalm 130: 5-8) 
 

Candlelight Service 
December 24, 2017 

5:30 PM 
 

Christmas Day 
December 25, 2017 

Shepherds Visit 
Luke 2: 8-20 

(Psalm 96: 7-10) 
 

*First Sunday of Christmas 
December 31, 2017 

A Voice in the Wilderness 
John 1:  19-34 
(Psalm 32: 1-3) 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
and Pizza Supper 
November 28, 2017 

6:00 P.M. 
Gathering Area 

 

*The First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2017 

Daniel:  The Fiery Furnace 
Daniel 3:1, [2-7] 8-30 

(John 18:36-37) 
 

Choir Christmas Party 
December 3, 2017 

6:00 PM 
Home of Ebb and Laney Mobley 

 

*The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 10, 2017 

Ezekiel:  Valley of Dry Bones 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
(John 11: 25-26) 

 

Youth Christmas Party 
December 10, 2017 

4:30 PM 
Begin at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church for 
caroling, then shop for Angel Tree families, 
and finish at FPC with dinner and a gift            
exchange. 
 

*Denotes regular Sunday schedule. 
 
 





Hi, 

I’d like to introduce myself to those whom I have not yet had a 

chance to meet in person.  I am Jane Barker, and           I am the 

staff counselor for the Longview Samaritan            Counseling 

Center of East Texas.  I have been a Licensed Professional Coun-

selor for over 30 years and provide            individual, couple, and 

family  counseling for individuals 4 years old till 104. 

I live in Longview and have been working with SCCET for seven 

years.  We have just relocated to the 2nd floor, East end of FPC 

and appreciate your hospitality.  If you or a friend are interested 

in counseling, please call (903)663-3063 and our receptionist will 

help you get scheduled in the Longview office or one of our oth-

er offices:  Kilgore, Tyler, Lindale, Henderson or Jacksonville. 

We are a non-profit national agency and provide              inter-

faith counseling.  We see individuals on a sliding scale based on 

income, insurance, or by sponsorship (some churches and agen-

cies, such as PCHAS cover the cost of 3 to 6 sessions for their ref-

eree). 

I hope to meet you in person soon! 

Faithfully,  

Jane Barker, M.Ed., M.A, LPC NCC 





P.O. Box 1006 

Longview, TX 75606 

903-757-2525 

Return Service Requested 

• Tom Dome 

• Kathleen Lutrick 

• Bill O’Neal 

• Mary Mitchell 

• Cheryl Parrish 

• Marilyn Pilz 


